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WEIGHED IS THE BALANOE AND FOUHü 
WANTIIÍQ. 

ALVIN BYERS. 

l'.i•lshazzar was a king of Babylon in 
the year 538 1;. c, duringthis tíme he pre- 
[lají-it a great feast for a thousand üf his 
lords and they drank wine out uf golden 
vessels which was amisuseof thesc sacred 
vessels, and they worshiped and praised 
and honored their ídols, made of brass, 
wood, iron anit of stone ; and they trets 
enjoying themselves in the highest degree 
of enjoyment, and were surrounded with 
all the earthly pleasures necessary to sat- 
isfy there earthly desi res, antl as they were 
in their highest element of enjoyment, in 
the nighl as they reveled in the royal pal- 
acehall they were "seized with consterna- 
tian. 'Twas the hand of God on the wall." 
There was no one in his realm that coutd 
intèrpret the writing on the wall. Bel- 
shazzar learned of Daniel being able to 
intèrpret dreams and writings, through the 
tjueen who knew of Daniel, whowas there 
in prison, taken as a captive at Jerusalem 
during the Babylonish captívity. 

And Daniel was then brought into the 
hall, antl the* king offered hi 111 very costly 
gifls if he wotild intèrpret the writing on 
the wall. But Daniel refused the gifts 
but interpreted the writing and "rebuked 
the haughty monarch for his mighty deeds 
of wrong." 

He told Belshazzar that his kingdom 
wotdd be tlivitied antl given to the Medes 
and Persians, and he alsotoltlhim that he 
was weighed in the balance and found 
wanting, which gives , rise to our text: 
''Thou art weighed in the balance and art 
found wenting." 

Let us first notice fhe balances in which 
men weigh themselves, We have a great 
inaiiy Belshazzars to-day, and a thousand 
other lortls who are doíng the very saine 
thing and engaged inthesame revelry and 
worship earthly things, such as riches, 
ht>nor, festivals, dances and associate 
with all classes of people, and never take 
time tu think abottt God and. the salvalion 
of their immortal souls. They arç engaged 
in stores and saloons and other places of 
business and pleasure on Sunday as well 
as any other day. 

And such people very often are upheltl 
in their business and pleasure by people 
who profess Chrislíanity, which is a big 
inducement for them to go on in their 
wickedness. These Chrisdans are the 
kiud the devil likes to see in the church. 
And I notice such people very often are 
escortíd to the best pew in the church. I 
have no doubt but that they see the hand 
of God writing their destiny on the wall, 
which causes them to tremble antl all they 
waht is to believe the interpretation of the 


scripture and ihehand-writingon the wall, 
that they mav not be destroied like Bci- 
shazzar, but be sweetly saved. 

To be a lord and a prince over some 
kingdom or wealthy property is the desire 
that takes ihe lead in the mimi-; of some 
people tu-day above every other desi re, 
antl its alwa>s big I, and lillle you, in 
every case, unless they happen tti be run- 
ning for some politieal ottice, then its big 
I and big you. until after the election is 
over, then the poor man isasmall object. 
You take a man when he is drunk, and-in 
his own opinion, hcclaims to be stronger, 
morè aclive, and richer than any bot ly 
else. A good comparison to a tnan who is 
conceity. In his own opinion, he is bet- 
ter than the people that surround hi m in 
life. 

Some people look as big as a h.nise in 
their own opinion, but very small in the 
eyes of the people, and much less in the 
eyes of Al mighty God. Thisisone of the 
balances in which nien weigh themselves. 
Then again they weigh themselves in 
the seales of comparison, which oftimes 
causes a great calamity in the pocket-book. 
The scale of comparison is one of the 
greatest thieves that has ever robbed a 
pocket-book. For instance, here is Mrs. 
A, she owns a large property, antl has lots 
of money, wears a nice silk dress and 
sports a gold watch antl stantls very high 
in society. Over here is Mrs. II, she has 
alwaysbeen in the hàbit of wearing good 
clothes, but she has marríed a poor man, 
one who makes poor wages, antl has a 
hard way of getting along, antl therefore, 
can't afford lo tlress Mrs. lï just like she 
wants to be. And before she will econo- 
mize, she nins in tlebt for clothes antl fin- 
eríes, just in order to keep up with Mrs. 
A. Therefore, she runs her man in tlcbt, 
where -he canti oi get out, antl then he is 
blamed for not paying his honest tlebts, 
and very often leatls to the ruin of the 
man. Too often the poor class try to keep 
up with the faslnons of the rich, antl it 
empties their pocket-books every time. 
People as a ruie, compare themselves 
with others, but they should be careful 
how they tlo it. 

I once heard of a doctor who had com- 
pleted hiscourse and enlered a very large 
town for the purpose of practicing medi- 
cine, but could not get customers on ac- 
cOunt of carryini»; his hcad a little too 
high, and he did not want to be beaten 
out by the other doctors. So he took bis 
grip and started down Maiii street for 
quite anuinber of squares, then he weiit 
across to the next street and cameup and 
crossed over to his offïce, in order to make 
people believe he was calling on some 
patients, wanting to be compared with 
other doctors of the town and to win cus- 


tom, and become popular in the eyes of 
the people. So you see nien will weigh 
themselves in the seales of comparison, 
no inatter what it costs, and oftiiue-i will 
sac rifi ce al most every good prilfeiple of 
characler, in order lo be highly esteetned 
by Ihe people. The only compaiison man 
should make is comparing his liuleness 
with God's gnatuess and see how little he 
is, ami ibcn there woidd be a greater 
atnu'iul of Christianity in the world. Peo- 
ple should be careful what seales they 
weigh themselves on, and besure that the 
Bible is the weigh t and that they balance 
it. 

For fear some day, the Almighty hand 
of Cod will weigh them and write the 
sentence on the wall: "Thou art weighed 
in the balance and art found wanting." 

Balance in which Gotl weighs a man. 

When a man steps on the balance to be 
weighed by God, the first weight he is to 
balance fs the Bible. Antl if we want to 
weigh well in the balance we must li ve in 
accordancc wilh his book. Wt must obey 
the Bible. The Bible, to my mind, is a 
Chrislian chain that reaches in a spiritual 
sense, from earth lo heaven, and the dis- 
connection of one liuk will sever thechain 
and we will fall short of heaven, there- 
fore let us get the whole chain, and not a 
link here ami there through thechain and 
make a chain of our own, because it takes 
the whole chain to reach to heaven. Antl 
if we have ihe whole chain we are sure to 
weigh well in the balance. 

The next weight is conscience. Some- 
thing I think had a great effect upon Bel- 
shazzar, when he saw the hünd-writing on 
the wall. So when a person does soinc- 
ihing that is wrong their conscience, as a 
general rule, will smile them antl will have 
a great effect on the day of judgment. A 
guiliy conscience will stand no show on 
the tlay of reckoning. 

When again, a person will be weighetl 
in a perfect moral Standard, that ís his 
perfectiou and purity will be testetl in 
every way, in an impartialslandanb There 
will be no partiality in the weight and 
Standard of Abnighty Gotl, and every man 
will receive a just reward, antl his rewartl 
will be in accortlancc wilh the deeds done 

in the body. If a man has a guilty con- 
science, it will stand against him ; if he 
does not li ve according to the scripturcs, 
it will stand against him; and he will, 
likely, be weighed in the balance and 
found wanting, tïod forbid. The bal- 
ance of Abnighty God can be applied lo 
the moralist, the formalists, to the world- 
ly Christian, antl to ihe indolent. There- 
fore, a man must have morè than moral i - 
ty antl form ; he must be s,piritual as well. 
Antl he must give up the vain things of 
this world, antl be up and doing the will 
of Gotl, and be not idle. 
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